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City of Alexandria, Virginia

Commission Action
That the Park and Recreation Commission receive the park design and 
provide feedback on the prioritization of the proposed park elements.
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AGENDA
1. PROJECT FACTS
2. OVERALL SITE PLAN
3. PARK AMENITIES
4. PARK DETAILS
5. PLANT MIXES
6. INVASIVE SPECIES 

MANAGEMENT
7. DEVELOPER 

CONTRIBUTIONS
8. COMMUNITY BENEFITS
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PROJECT FACTS
1. Overall Site: 17.7 acres

• 6 acre dedication to Backlick Run 
Park

2. For Sale Residential and Hotel Use
• 31 Townhomes, 88 Two-Over-

Twos,
204 Condo Flats

• 256 Hotel Rooms
• Total FAR: 0.96

3. 30% Open Space (237,174 SF)
4. Extensive Brownfield Mitigation
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LEGEND

APPROX. LIMITS OF
DISTURBANCE

EX. EDGE OF PAVEMENT
PROPOSED PARK
DEDICATION AREA
(6.08 AC.)

OVERALL PLAN

PROP. PARK DEDICATION AREA 
(6.08 AC.)
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RESTANDLEARN POTENTIALOBSERVATIONDECKNATUREPLAY

OVERALL PLAN: KEY NODES

LEGEND

APPROX. LIMITS OF
DISTURBANCE

PROPOSED PARK
DEDICATION AREA

PEDESTRIANBRIDGE
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PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE CONTRIBUTION

• Approximately 
$863,000* (based on 
Dec. 20, 2023 
estimate)

• Approx. 170' 
Length
x 9' Wide

• Weather Steel Truss 
and Treated Wood 
Deck

*Connection Trails and associated 
grading for trails off-site not included in 
estimate

EXISTING 
ASPHALT TRAIL
TRAIL 
CONNECTION
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 
(APPROX. 170' LENGTH)
TRAIL
CONNECTION
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BACK LICK RUN LOWER OBSERVATION DECK

ADATRAIL

PLAYAREA

POTENTIAL OBSERVATIONDECK

INTERPRETATIVE SIGN PARKSIGN MILEMARKERNATURALAREABENCH

NORTH DETAIL

LEGEND

APPROX. LIMITS OF
DISTURBANCE

EX. EDGE OF PAVEMENT
PROPOSED PARK
DEDICATION AREA

PLAY AREA
CONCRETE 
SIDEWALK

UPPER OBSERVATION DECK 
(ADA COMPLIANT)
ADA COMPLIANT TRAIL

BENCH (TYP.)
ADA COMPLIANT TRAIL
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CONCRETE 
SIDEWALK
RESIDENTIAL 
PLAY AREA

LEGEND

APPROX. LIMITS OF
DISTURBANCE

EX. EDGE OF PAVEMENT
PROPOSED PARK
DEDICATION AREA

RESIDENTIALPLAYAREA

WEST DETAIL
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WOODLAND PLANT MIX
(INUNDERSTORY)

POLLINATOR GARDENMIX

MEADOW GARDENMIX 

GRASSLAND NO-MOWMIX

RIPARIANPLANT MIX
PLAYAREA

MEADOW GARDENMIX

MEADOW GARDENMIX

GRASSLAND NO-MOWMIX

RIPARIANPLANT MIX

PLAYAREA

MEADOW GARDENMIX 
GRASSLAND NO-MOWMIX
RIPARIANPLANT MIX

MEADOW GARDENMIX POLLINATOR GARDENMIX GRASSLAND NO-MOWMIXRIPARIANPLANT MIX

GRASSLAND NO-MOWMIX

RIPARIANPLANT MIX 

MEADOW GARDENMIX 

POLLINATOR GARDENMIX

WOODLAND PLANT MIX

LEGEND

APPROX. LIMITS OF
DISTURBANCE

PROPOSED PARK
DEDICATION AREA

PLANT MIXES
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Narrow-Leaf Mountain-Mint

Purple Lovegrass

Virginia Wildrye

Swamp Milkweed

Blue Vervain

Common Boneset

Purple-Stem Aster

Wild Geranium Wild Bergamot

WinterberrySmooth Sumac

Silky Dogwood Blackeyed Susan Common Sneezeweed Golden Alexanders Switchgrass Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod

Wild Hydrangea

Downy Serviceberry

River Birch

American Holly
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NOTE: PLANT SPECIES SHOWN ARE EXEMPLARY OF THE PROPOSED PLANT PALETTE, HOWEVER IS NOT EXCLUSIVE OF OTHER NATIVE SPECIES. FINAL PLANT PALETTE WILL BE SELECTED UNDER CONSULTATION WITH ALEXANDRIA RPCA.

PLANT PALETTE
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EX. RAILROAD
EX. RAILROAD

EX. BACKLICK RUN

DE
PL

REET)

APPROX. TOPOFBANK

APPROX. TOPOFBANK

EX. RAILROAD

OBSERVATION
DECK

STORMSTRUCTURE
OUTFALL

OFF-SITE 
AREA

WATERLINE
EASEMENT

InvasiveSpeciesMitigationCostEstimates* Approximately $875,000 Total
• Initial removal of Invasives(onsteep&flat slopes)

oCut&HerbicidalSpray
oHandremoval &chippingof cutvegetation
oHauling&offsite disposal

• Seasonalmaintenanceprior to park completion(1year)
• oHerbicidalSpray of invasive regrowth
• Revegetation

oPlant material,Labor&Warranty
oReplantingto meetsurvivability requirements

Off-SiteMitigationCostEstimates* Approximately $15,000 Total
• Off-site mitigationsubject to off-site PropertyOwnerapprovalandcoordination 

withCityStaff

*Note: Thismitigationoption includesmanagementof invasivesonsteepandflat
slopes, ongoing maintenance, revegetation,andother mitigation practicesdescribed 
aboveandexcludesgrubbingofslopes, slopestabilization, rip-raps,oranyother slope 
andstreammitigation.

INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT AREAS



DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS
Eisenhower West Developer Contribution
1. $3.45/SF = $2,579,137
2. Backlick Run Park Improvements Shown = 

$3.3M
3. Development condition will limit park 

improvements
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS
1. 6 acre dedication to Backlick Run 

Park
2. $2.5M developer 

contribution for Backlick Run 
Park Improvements
• Multi-use trail, wood chip and 
edging

• Benches
• Play area, trash receptacles
• Potential observation deck
• Signage
• Plantings & SWM features

PROJECT FACTS
1. Overall Site: 17.7 acres

• 6 acre dedication to Backlick Run 
Park

2. For Sale Residential and Hotel Use
• 31 Townhomes, 88 Two-Over-

Twos,
204 Condo Flats

• 256 Hotel Rooms
• Total FAR: 0.96

3. 30% Open Space (237,174 SF)
4. Extensive Brownfield Mitigation

BACKLICK RUN PARK
POTOMACLAND
GROUPII, LLC VULCAN SITE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
SHEET 15 OF 14

JANUARY 18, 2024



BACKLICK RUN PARK
POTOMACLAND
GROUPII, LLC VULCAN SITE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
SHEET 16 OF 14

JANUARY 18, 2024



City of Alexandria, Virginia

Commission Discussion:

• Park Design

• Prioritization of Phasing and Site Elements



City of Alexandria, Virginia

Site Conditions
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Phase 1

Commission Preference for Project 
Phasing 
Option 1: Invasive species removal and park improvements in two 
phases (geographically phased) 
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Option 2: Phase 1, invasive species removal of entire park. Phase 2, park 
improvements of entire park (process phases) 

Commission Preference for Project 
Phasing 



City of Alexandria, Virginia

Commission Prioritization of Park 
Elements 
• Invasive species removal 

• Multi-use trail

• Benches and picnic tables 

• Naturalistic playground 

• Observation deck and water 
access 

• Signage

• Plantings and stormwater features



City of Alexandria, Virginia

Thank you!
Additional information

Ana Vicinanzo, Urban Planner III
Ana.Vicinanzo@alexandriava.gov

Jose Carlos Ayala, Principal Planner
Jose.Ayala@alexandriava.gov

Jared Alves, Urban Planner III
Jared.Alves@alexandriava.gov

Maya Contreras 
Maya.Contreras@alexandriava.gov
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